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Closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches (31)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, backgrounder third left, attends a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Poroshenko has told the crowd "the creation of our Church is another declaration of Ukraine's independence and you are the main participants of this historic event." (Mikhail Palinchak, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, center left, attends a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Poroshenko has told the crowd "the creation of our Church is another declaration of Ukraine's independence and you are the main participants of this historic event." (Mikhail Palinchak, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, backgrounder third left, attends a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Poroshenko has told the crowd "the creation of our Church is another declaration of Ukraine's independence and you are the main participants of this historic event." (Mikhail Palinchak, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, left, and Metropolitan Emmanuel attend a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018.  Poroshenko has told the crowd "the creation of our Church is another declaration of Ukraine's independence and you are the main participants of this historic event." (Mykhailo Markiv, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, center left, and Metropolitan Emmanuel, center right, attend a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Poroshenko has told the crowd "the creation of our Church is another declaration of Ukraine's independence and you are the main participants of this historic event." (Mykhailo Markiv, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, center left, and Metropolitan Emmanuel, center right, talk to each other as they attend a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Poroshenko has told the crowd "the creation of our Church is another declaration of Ukraine's independence and you are the main participants of this historic event." (Mykhailo Markiv, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko gestures while speaking at a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018.  Poroshenko has told the crowd "the creation of our Church is another declaration of Ukraine's independence and you are the main participants of this historic event." (Mykhailo Markiv, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, background center, speaks at a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Poroshenko has told the crowd "the creation of our Church is another declaration of Ukraine's independence and you are the main participants of this historic event." (Mykhailo Markiv, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows the President Petro Poroshenko (C) attending the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral on December 15, 2018. - Ukrainian priests were to meet in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral to work towards founding the church, in what Kiev authorities hope will be a further step out of Russia's orbit. (Photo by MYKHAYLO MARKIV / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows the President Petro Poroshenko (C) speaking during the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral on December 15, 2018. - Ukrainian priests were to meet in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral to work towards founding the church, in what Kiev authorities hope will be a further step out of Russia's orbit. (Photo by MYKOLA LAZARENKO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows the President Petro Poroshenko (C) sitting during the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral on December 15, 2018. (Photo by MYKHAYLO MARKIV / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows the President Petro Poroshenko (L) sitting during the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral on December 15, 2018. (Photo by MYKHAYLO MARKIV / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---






[image: EN_01353847_0852]

EN_01353847_0852





This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows a general view of the inside of Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral as the President Petro Poroshenko (C) attends the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia on December 15, 2018. (Photo by MIKHAIL PALINCHAK / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows a general view of the inside of Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral as the President Petro Poroshenko (C) attends the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in on December 15, 2018. (Photo by MYKHAYLO MARKIV / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko talking as he attends the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia on December 15, 2018. (Photo by MYKHAYLO MARKIV / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L) talking as he attends the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows a general view of the inside of Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral as the President Petro Poroshenko (C) attends the historic synod expected to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia on December 15, 2018. (Photo by MYKHAYLO MARKIV / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---






[image: EN_01353985_0001]

EN_01353985_0001





KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM






[image: EN_01353985_0002]

EN_01353985_0002





KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko (L) attends the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko (C-L) attends the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko (C) attends the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko makes a speech during the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko makes a speech during the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) Priests, representatives of Ukraine’s three Orthodox Churches and two from the branch loyal to Moscow attend the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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