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A Belarusian soldier casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. After 26 years in office, the authoritarian leader of Belarus is facing the toughest challenge yet as Alexander Lukashenko runs for a sixth term. Discontent over a worsening economy and his government's dismissive response to the coronavirus pandemic has helped fuel the country's largest opposition rallies since he became its first and only elected president following the collapse of the Soviet Union. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A Belarusian soldier casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country???s stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A Belarusian soldier casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent Alexander Lukashenko, in office for 26 years, has made it clear he won't hesitate to quash any attempt by his opponents to protest the results of Sunday's election. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian soldiers fill in their ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent Alexander Lukashenko, in office for 26 years, has made it clear he won't hesitate to quash any attempt by his opponents to protest the results of Sunday's election. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian soldiers read biographers of candidates at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent Alexander Lukashenko, in office for 26 years, has made it clear he won't hesitate to quash any attempt by his opponents to protest the results of Sunday's election. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A woman casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent Alexander Lukashenko, in office for 26 years, has made it clear he won't hesitate to quash any attempt by his opponents to protest the results of Sunday's election. (AP Photo)
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Members of an election commission wait for voters at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country???s stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo)
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A man prepares to cast his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent Alexander Lukashenko, in office for 26 years, has made it clear he won't hesitate to quash any attempt by his opponents to protest the results of Sunday's election. (AP Photo)
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Belarusian soldiers read biographers of candidates before voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent Alexander Lukashenko, in office for 26 years, has made it clear he won't hesitate to quash any attempt by his opponents to protest the results of Sunday's election. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian soldiers fill in their ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent Alexander Lukashenko, in office for 26 years, has made it clear he won't hesitate to quash any attempt by his opponents to protest the results of Sunday's election. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A Belarusian soldier casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. Incumbent Alexander Lukashenko, in office for 26 years, has made it clear he won't hesitate to quash any attempt by his opponents to protest the results of Sunday's election. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko walks to cast his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko smiles after voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko walks to cast his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko arrives to vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko arrives to vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko smiles after voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko reacts as he walks to cast his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A woman casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A child helps his mother cast her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters frustrated with the country's stumbling economy, political repression and weak response to the coronavirus pandemic. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People fill in their ballot papers at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People fill in their ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People fill in their ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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An elderly man fills in his ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)






[image: EN_01440373_1073]

EN_01440373_1073





Women cast their ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A woman casts her ballot, reflected in mirror, at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo)
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A man casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A teenager helps a veteran to cast a ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A woman holds her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People gather to cast their ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo)
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Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko walks after voting at a polling station with a Belarusian national flag on the left, during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, right, receives her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, speaks to supporters and media after voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, left, casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, center, walks surrounded by her supporters and journalists after voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Citizens of Belarus in Poland line up to vote abroad in an election taking place in their country, in Warsaw, Poland, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020.. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters.(AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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Citizens of Belarus in Poland line up to vote abroad in an election taking place in their country, in Warsaw, Poland, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020.. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters.(AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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Citizens of Belarus in Poland line up to vote abroad in an election taking place in their country, in Warsaw, Poland, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020.. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters.(AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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Citizens of Belarus in Poland line up to vote abroad in an election taking place in their country, in Warsaw, Poland, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020.. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters.(AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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Citizens of Belarus in Poland line up to vote abroad in an election taking place in their country, in Warsaw, Poland, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020.. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant their authoritarian president a sixth term in office, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters.(AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, center left, and Maria Kolesnikova, a representative of Viktor Babariko, center right, greet each other at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, speaks to the media after voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo)
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A man photographs his ballot prior to voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, centre, walks surrounded by her supporters and journalists after voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, poses for photographers as she casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020.  Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, center, walks surrounded by her supporters after voting at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, poses for a photo as she casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo)
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Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, candidate for the presidential elections, poses for photographers as she casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo)
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A man rides a bike and takes pictures as people queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A woman walks with her child as people queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A police officer stands behind a fence of a polling station during the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Banners read at left: "Second Kopyshansky polling station N26 for the election of President of the Republic of Belarus, Minsk's district of Minsk region", and at right, "9 of August 2020 year. The election of President of the Republic of Belarus". Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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People queue to cast their votes in the Belarusian presidential election in Minsk, Belarus, Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020. Belarusians are voting on whether to grant incumbent president Alexander Lukashenko a sixth term in office, extending his 26-years rule, following a campaign marked by unusually strong demonstrations by opposition supporters. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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A serviceman fills in his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)






[image: EN_01440374_0353]

EN_01440374_0353





A serviceman casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Servicemen vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Servicemen vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A serviceman receives his ballot paper at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A serviceman looks at an information placard on candidates at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Servicemen look at an information placard on candidates at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A man fills in his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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People vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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People vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A woman with a kid casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko arrives to vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / POOL / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / POOL / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / POOL / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko looks on as he votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / POOL / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko smiles as he votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / POOL / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko looks on as he votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / POOL / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko reacts as he votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / various sources / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko reacts as he votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / various sources / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / various sources / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / various sources / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko votes at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / various sources / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko arrives to vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / POOL / AFP)
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A man casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in the village of Lebedzieva, some 90 km northwest of Minsk, on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Siarhei LESKIEC / AFP)
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A woman casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A man casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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People vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)






[image: EN_01440374_0474]

EN_01440374_0474





A woman casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A woman wearing a white bracelet - a symbol for supporters of presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya - casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A man casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in the village of Lebedzieva, some 90 km northwest of Minsk, on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Siarhei LESKIEC / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko is seen on a screen while speaking to the media outside a polling station after casting his ballot in the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko is seen on a screen while speaking to the media outside a polling station after casting his ballot in the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Belarus' President Alexander Lukashenko is seen on a screen while speaking to the media outside a polling station after casting his ballot in the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A man wearing a white bracelet - a symbol for supporters of presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya - casts his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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An elderly man walks out of a voting booth to cast his ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Voters fill in their ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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People surround presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya as she arrives to cast her vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya walks to cast her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)






[image: EN_01440374_0625]

EN_01440374_0625





Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya casts her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya fills in her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya arrives at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya walks to cast her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya walks to cast her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya reacts after casting her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya reacts after casting her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A woman applauds to presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya outside a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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People surround presidential candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya as she arrives to cast her vote at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Servicemen of Belarus' Interior Ministry special forces sit in a vehicle parked along a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Servicemen of Belarus' Interior Ministry special forces sit in a vehicle parked along a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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People stand in line outside a polling station to cast their votes during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Siarhei LESKIEC / AFP)
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A woman walks out of a voting booth to cast her ballot at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Servicemen of Belarus' Interior Ministry special forces sit in a vehicle parked along a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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Women fill in their ballots at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A girl looks into a voting booth at a polling station during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A woman with a white and red ribbon on her hand stands in line outside a polling station to cast her vote during the presidential election in Minsk on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Siarhei LESKIEC / AFP)
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A serviceman of Belarus' police special forces guards at a check point on a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A serviceman of Belarus' police special forces guards at a check point on a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A serviceman of Belarus' police special forces guards at a check point on a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A serviceman of Belarus' police special forces guards at a check point on a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A serviceman of Belarus' police special forces guards at a check point on a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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A serviceman of Belarus' police special forces and a traffic police officer control the traffic at a check point on a road on the outskirts of Minsk on the day of the country's presidential election on August 9, 2020. (Photo by Sergei GAPON / AFP)
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2020-08-09 Vilnius Lithuania. Hundreds of Belarus citizens wait outside Belarus Embassy in Vilnius to cast their vote in Belarus president election despite 30 degrees by Celsius heat. Vilnius Lithuania PUBLICATIONxNOTxINxESTxLATxLTU Copyright: xDariusxMataitisx Belarus election in Lithuania
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2020-08-09 Vilnius Lithuania. Hundreds of Belarus citizens wait outside Belarus Embassy in Vilnius to cast their vote in Belarus president election despite 30 degrees by Celsius heat. Vilnius Lithuania PUBLICATIONxNOTxINxESTxLATxLTU Copyright: xDariusxMataitisx Belarus election in Lithuania
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