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Newly elected Metropolitan Epiphany of Orthodox Church (28)
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PHOTO: SERGIY KHARCHENKO / EAST NEWS UKRAINE Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L) and the Chairman of Ukrainian parliament Andriy Parubiy(R) introduces newly elected Metropolitan Epiphany (C) of Orthodox Church of Ukraine in Kyiv, Ukraine, December 15, 2018. Unity Council of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches elected The Metropolitan of Orthodox Church of Ukraine.
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PHOTO: SERGIY KHARCHENKO / EAST NEWS UKRAINE Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L) and the Chairman of Ukrainian parliament Andriy Parubiy(R) introduces newly elected Metropolitan Epiphany (C) of Orthodox Church of Ukraine in Kyiv, Ukraine, December 15, 2018. Unity Council of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches elected The Metropolitan of Orthodox Church of Ukraine.
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PHOTO: SERGIY KHARCHENKO / EAST NEWS UKRAINE Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L) and the Chairman of Ukrainian parliament Andriy Parubiy(R) congratulate newly elected Metropolitan Epiphany (C) of Orthodox Church of Ukraine in Kyiv, Ukraine, December 15, 2018. Unity Council of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches elected The Metropolitan of Orthodox Church of Ukraine.
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PHOTO: SERGIY KHARCHENKO / EAST NEWS UKRAINE Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L) and the Chairman of Ukrainian parliament Andriy Parubiy(R) introduces newly elected Metropolitan Epiphany (C) of Orthodox Church of Ukraine in Kyiv, Ukraine, December 15, 2018. Unity Council of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches elected The Metropolitan of Orthodox Church of Ukraine.
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, left, speaks to people as a new elected head of independent Ukrainian church Metropolitan of Kiev Epiphanius looks on near the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Ukraine's Orthodox clerics gather for a meeting Saturday that is expected to form a new, independent Ukrainian church, and Ukrainian authorities have ramped up pressure on priests to support the move. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, left, the new head of Ukrainian Orthodox church Metropolitan Epiphanius, center, and Metropolitan Emmanuel attend a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. (Mikhail Palinchak, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, left, introduces the new head of Ukrainian Orthodox church Metropolitan Epiphanius, right, to a crowd after a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. (Mikhail Palinchak, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, second right, crosses himself with the new head of Ukrainian Orthodox church Metropolitan Epiphanius, right, during a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. (Mikhail Palinchak, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, left, and new elected head of independent Ukrainian church Metropolitan of Kiev Epiphanius greets people gathered to support independent Ukrainian church near the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Ukraine's Orthodox clerics gather for a meeting Saturday that is expected to form a new, independent Ukrainian church, and Ukrainian authorities have ramped up pressure on priests to support the move. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, left, introduces the new head of Ukrainian Orthodox church Metropolitan Epiphanius, right, to a crowd after a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Ukrainian Orthodox leaders say they have approved the creation of a unified church independent of the Moscow Patriarchate and elected a leader to head the new church. The leader of the new autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church will be Metropolitan Epiphanius, a 39-year-old bishop from the Kiev Patriarchate. (Mikhail Palinchak, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, second right, crosses himself with the new head of Ukrainian Orthodox church Metropolitan Epiphanius, right, during a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Ukrainian Orthodox leaders say they have approved the creation of a unified church independent of the Moscow Patriarchate and elected a leader to head the new church. The leader of the new autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church will be Metropolitan Epiphanius, a 39-year-old bishop from the Kiev Patriarchate. (Mikhail Palinchak, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, background third left, attends a closed-door synod of three Ukrainian Orthodox churches to approve the charter for a unified church and to elect leadership in the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018. Ukrainian Orthodox leaders on Saturday approved the creation of a unified church independent of the Moscow Patriarchate and elected a leader to head the new church, officials said. The leader of the new autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church will be Metropolitan Epiphanius, a 39-year old bishop from the Kiev Patriarchate. (Mykola Lazarenko, Ukrainian Presidential Press Service/Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko hugs newly elected head of independent Ukrainian church, Metropolitan of Kiev Epiphanius near the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine, Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018.  Ukraine's Orthodox clerics gather for a meeting Saturday that is expected to form a new, independent Ukrainian church, and Ukrainian authorities have ramped up pressure on priests to support the move. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows President Petro Poroshenko (L) listening to Yepifaniy, the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. "It happened," Poroshenko told a crowd awaiting the council's decision in central Kiev. "This day will go down in history as the sacred day of the creation of the autocephalous local Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The day we finally receive our independence from Russia." (Photo by MIKHAIL PALINCHAK / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---






[image: EN_01353847_0929]

EN_01353847_0929





This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows Yepifaniy, the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. "It happened," Poroshenko told a crowd awaiting the council's decision in central Kiev. (Photo by MYKHAYLO MARKIV / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows the Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (C) and Yepifaniy (R), the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018.    This handout picture taken and released by Ukrainian Presidential press-service shows Yepifaniy, the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia in Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. "It happened," Poroshenko told a crowd awaiting the council's decision in central Kiev. (Photo by MIKHAIL PALINCHAK / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE / AFP) / RESTRICTED TO EDITORIAL USE - MANDATORY CREDIT "AFP PHOTO / UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS-SERVICE/MYKOLA LAZARENKO" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS ---
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L) speaks to people as Yepifaniy, the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, attends near after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L), the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine Yepifaniy (C), and the Speaker of the Parliament Andriy Parubiy (R) sing the state anthem after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)
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President Petro Poroshenko (L) gestures as he delivers a speech next to Yepifaniy (R), the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, listens after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)
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Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L) gestures as he delivers a speech next to Yepifaniy (C), the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, and the Speaker of the Parliament Andriy Parubiy (R) after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)






[image: EN_01353847_1052]

EN_01353847_1052





Yepifaniy, the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, speaks to believers after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin in Kiev on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)
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President Petro Poroshenko (L) gestures as he delivers a speech next to Yepifaniy (R), the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin, on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)
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President Petro Poroshenko (L) gestures as he delivers a speech next to Yepifaniy (R), the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Sergei CHUZAVKOV / AFP)
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This picture shows a general view of thousands of Ukrainian believers listening to President Petro Poroshenko and Yepifaniy, the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedralin on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)
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This picture shows a general view of thousands of Ukrainian believers listening to President Petro Poroshenko and Yepifaniy, the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)
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President Petro Poroshenko (L) gestures as he delivers a speech next to Yepifaniy (R), the newly elected Primate of the United Church, Metropolitan of Kiev and All Ukraine, after the historic synod held to establish an Orthodox church independent from Russia outside the Kiev's Saint Sophia Cathedral, on December 15, 2018. - A historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created a Ukrainian church independent from Russia, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko announced on December 15, 2018. (Photo by Genya SAVILOV / AFP)
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko (L) attends the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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KIEV, UKRAINE - DECEMBER 15: (----EDITORIAL USE ONLY – MANDATORY CREDIT - "PRESS OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE / HANDOUT" - NO MARKETING NO ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS - DISTRIBUTED AS A SERVICE TO CLIENTS----) President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko makes a speech during the unification council of Ukrainian Orthodox Church at the St. Sophia Cathedral in Kiev, Ukraine on December 15, 2018. On Oct. 11, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church agreed to become independent of the Russian Orthodox Church during a meeting held at Fener Greek Patriarchate in Istanbul. Press Office of the President of Ukraine/Handout / Anadolu Agency/ABACAPRESS.COM
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