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After the storm in North Rhine-Westphalia (454)
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17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Salvage tanks of the Bundeswehr recover vehicles on the B265. Photo: David Young/dpa
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17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A Bundeswehr helicopter flies over the B265. Photo: David Young/dpa
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17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Two vehicles are in the water on the B265. Photo: David Young/dpa
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17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Two vehicles are in the water on the B265. Photo: David Young/dpa
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17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Salvage tanks of the Bundeswehr recover vehicles on the B265. Photo: David Young/dpa
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17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Bundeswehr soldiers try to recover a car on the B265. Photo: David Young/dpa
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17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A Bundeswehr helicopter hovers over vehicles on the B265. Photo: David Young/dpa
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17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Ophoven: Fields and meadows near Ophoven, a district of Wassenberg (Heinsberg district), are flooded. The area had to be evacuated because of high water. The place is located near the river Rur. Photo: Thomas Banneyer/dpa
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dpatop - 17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Bad Munstereifel: Destroyed furniture lies in a field outside the village of Arloff. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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dpatop - 17 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Bad Munstereifel: Merchants have placed gifts on the street to thank the helpers. In the night of 15.07.2021, the flood of the Erft totally devastated the historic core of the city. Streets and shops were flooded. Gas, electricity and telephone lines were exposed. Photo: Roberto Pfeil/dpa






[image: EN_01486110_0009]

EN_01486110_0009





16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Cars lie in a washed out part of the North Rhine-Westphalian town of Erftstadt. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Helpers of the water rescue service examine trucks from a boat that are standing on the flooded federal highway 265. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Landesweit: Lifeguards and police divers go into a flooded courtyard in an inflatable boat. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erfstadt: Cars are parked in a flooded street in the Blessem district. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erfstadt: Police and fire brigade personnel inspect damage in the Blessem district. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erfstadt: A Bundeswehr ambulance drives through the district of Blessem. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erfstadt: Lifeguards and police divers stand in a flooded street in the Blessem district. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Trucks stand in the water on the flooded federal highway 236. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Trucks stand in the water on the flooded federal highway 236. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Trucks stand in the water on the flooded federal highway 236. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Trucks are wedged into each other on flooded Highway 236. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Firefighters look down from a bridge onto flooded Highway 236, where trucks are wedged together. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A destroyed car stands in a flooded street in the district of Blessem. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A damaged gate can be seen in the Blessem district. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: Destroyed cars stand in a meadow in Gemund after the Urft river overflowed its banks The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: A traffic sign lies overturned on the side of the road after the Urft River overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa






[image: EN_01486110_0105]

EN_01486110_0105





16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: Water stands in the pedestrian zone of Gemund after the Urft River overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: A car lies in the Urft. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: Water overflows the dam wall at the Urft reservoir. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: Water overflows the dam wall at the Urft reservoir. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: Water overflows the dam wall at the Urft reservoir. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Heimbach: Water flows out of the dam wall at the Rur dam Schwammenauel. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Heimbach: Water flows out of the Rur dam Schwammenauel. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Heimbach: Water runs down the slope past a house near Heimbach. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Heimbach: A camping site on the Rur is flooded. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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dpatop - 16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Cars lie in a washed out part of the Bessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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dpatop - 16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Debris of collapsed houses lie in the Bessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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dpatop - 16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Trucks are wedged into each other on flooded Highway 236. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: A Bundeswehr crane truck stands ready. Soldiers help clean up the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: A Bundeswehr crane truck stands ready. Soldiers help clean up the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Wuppertal: Firefighters lay a hose to pump out a cellar that filled up during the flood. During the night, the residential area Epplingser Halde had been flooded because of the heavy rain. Several cellars filled up. Photo: Roberto Pfeil/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Debris of collapsed houses lie in the Bessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Debris of collapsed houses lie in the Bessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Cars lie in a washed out part of the Bessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Urft: A car lies on a washed-out railway track after the River Urft burst its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: Children's toys lie in the mud in the district of Kierspenich in the district of Euskirchen. Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Cars lie in a washed out part of the Blessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Solingen: Federal Environment Minister Svenja Schulze (SPD) and the Mayor of Solingen, Tim Kurzbach (SPD,l) get an overview at the Gluder campsite (background). In the night to Thursday, the high water of the Wupper devastated the site and swept away several caravans. Photo: Roberto Pfeil/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Prime Minister Armin Laschet gives a press conference after the cabinet meeting. Laschet has announced a multi-stage aid programme for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa






[image: EN_01486110_0233]

EN_01486110_0233





16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A car stands in the rubble of a destroyed building in the Blessem district. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: Children's toys lie in the mud in the district of Kierspenich in the district of Euskirchen. Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: In the district of Kierspenich in the district of Euskirchen, driftwood and debris are being removed by a logging truck.  Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: In the district of Kierspenich in the district of Euskirchen, driftwood and debris are being removed by a logging truck.  Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: In the district of Kierspenich in the Euskirchen district, a man clears wet furniture through a window onto the street. Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: In the district of Kierspenich in the district of Euskirchen, driftwood and debris are being removed by a logging truck.  Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Debris of collapsed houses lie in the Bessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Debris of collapsed houses lie in the Bessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the Bundeswehr recover a destroyed car with a Dachs armoured engineer vehicle during the clean-up work of the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the Bundeswehr recover a destroyed car with a Dachs armoured engineer vehicle during the clean-up work of the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the Bundeswehr recover a destroyed car with a Dachs armoured engineer vehicle during the clean-up work of the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the German Armed Forces use a Dachs armoured engineer vehicle to help clean up the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the German Armed Forces use a Dachs armoured engineer vehicle to help clean up the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the German Armed Forces use a Dachs armoured engineer vehicle to help clean up the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the German Armed Forces use a Dachs armoured engineer vehicle to help clean up the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the German Armed Forces use a wheel loader to remove debris from the road during the clean-up work after the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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dpatop - 16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Heimbach: Water runs down the slope past a house near Heimbach. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Blessem: A man takes a photo with his mobile phone of the closed A1 motorway near Blessem in Erftstadt. Photo: Fabian Strauch/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Blessem: A field in the district of Blessem in Erftstadt is submerged by the water. Flotsam is washed over the Erft onto the flooded field. Photo: Fabian Strauch/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Blessem: A car of the DLRG stands in front of the cordoned-off entrance to the district of Blessem in Erftstadt. Photo: Fabian Strauch/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Blessem: A police car drives across the closed A1 motorway near Blessem in Erftstadt. Photo: Fabian Strauch/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Blessem: Transporters of the DLRG bring lifeboats to the district of Blessem in Erftstadt. Photo: Fabian Strauch/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Blessem: A field in the district of Blessem in Erftstadt is submerged by the water. Flotsam is washed over the Erft onto the flooded field. Photo: Fabian Strauch/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Blessem: A cyclist rides across the closed A1 motorway near Blessem in Erftstadt. Photo: Fabian Strauch/dpa
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dpatop - 16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Many helpers fill sandbags. They are needed to secure dams that are softened by the flood. Photo: David Young/dpa






[image: EN_01486110_0291]

EN_01486110_0291





dpatop - 16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: Children's toys lie in the mud in the district of Kierspenich in the district of Euskirchen. Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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dpatop - 16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: People clean up in the pedestrian zone of Gemund after the Urft River overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa






[image: EN_01486110_0293]

EN_01486110_0293





dpatop - 16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Altena: A helper carries destroyed furniture out of houses. Altena in the Sauerland region was temporarily inaccessible after landslides and flooding. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Solingen: Federal Environment Minister Svenja Schulze (SPD) talks to helpers of the THW after she has taken a look at the flood damage at the Gluder campsite (background). In the night to Thursday, the high water of the Wupper devastated the site and swept away several caravans. Photo: Roberto Pfeil/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Prime Minister Armin Laschet gives a press conference after the cabinet meeting. Laschet has announced a multi-stage aid programme for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Prime Minister Armin Laschet gives a press conference after the cabinet meeting. Laschet has announced a multi-stage aid programme for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Interior Minister Herbert Reul (CDU) holds a press conference after the cabinet meeting. The government has announced a multi-stage aid program for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Interior Minister Herbert Reul (CDU) holds a press conference after the cabinet meeting. The government has announced a multi-stage aid program for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Interior Minister Herbert Reul (CDU) holds a press conference after the cabinet meeting. The government has announced a multi-stage aid program for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Kall: Dirty files and a palm tree lie in front of a travel agency after the River Urft burst its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Kall: Dirty files and a palm tree lie in front of a travel agency after the River Urft burst its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Kall: People clean up a bookstore after the Urft River overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Kall: Mud and debris lie on the station forecourt after the River Urft burst its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Kall: A car stands in a field on the Urft after the river overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Kall: A car stands in a field on the Urft after the river overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Kall: Water flows out of a gully at a destroyed field path on the Urft after the river had overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Euskirchen: A levelling instrument for measuring elevations stands at the Steinbach dam. The dam of the reservoir is in danger of collapsing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Euskirchen: The Federal Agency for Technical Relief (THW) and the fire brigade pump out water in the Steinbach dam. The dam of the reservoir is in danger of collapsing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa






[image: EN_01486110_0348]

EN_01486110_0348





16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: In the district of Kierspenich in the Euskirchen district, shoes lie in destroyed drawers in front of a house.  Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Arloff-Kierspenich: In the district of Kierspenich in the district of Euskirchen, wet household goods lie in front of the houses. Here, the clean-up work after the storm and the subsequent flooding is in full swing. Photo: Markus Klumper/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Altena: Helpers salvage destroyed furniture from houses. Altena in the Sauerland region was temporarily inaccessible after landslides and flooding. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Altena: A helper carries destroyed furniture out of houses. Altena in the Sauerland region was temporarily inaccessible after landslides and flooding. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Many helpers fill sandbags. They are needed to secure dams that are softened by the flood. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Many helpers fill sandbags. They are needed to secure dams that are softened by the flood. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Helpers from the water rescue service examine trucks and cars parked on the flooded federal highway 265 from a boat. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Helpers of the water rescue service examine trucks from a boat that are standing on the flooded federal highway 265. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Helpers of the water rescue service examine trucks from a boat that are standing on the flooded federal highway 265. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa






[image: EN_01486110_0402]

EN_01486110_0402





16 July 2021, Nrw, Duesseldorf: Prime Minister Armin Laschet gives a press conference after the cabinet meeting. Laschet has announced a multi-stage aid programme for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Prime Minister Armin Laschet gives a press conference after the cabinet meeting. Laschet has announced a multi-stage aid programme for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A1 motorway, part of the carriageway and noise barrier collapses into the Erft. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A1 motorway, part of the carriageway and noise barrier collapses into the Erft. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A1 motorway, part of the carriageway and noise barrier collapses into the Erft. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Cars lie in a washed out part of the Blessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A horse stable has been washed away in the Blessem district. Several horses died as a result. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: A road has collapsed in the Erft near the district of Blessem. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erfstadt: A drone shot shows the extent of the destruction after the storm. Photo: David Young/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Interior Minister Herbert Reul (CDU) holds a press conference after the cabinet meeting. The government has announced a multi-stage aid program for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Duesseldorf: Prime Minister Armin Laschet gives a press conference after the cabinet meeting. Laschet has announced a multi-stage aid programme for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, Nrw, Duesseldorf: Minister President Armin Laschet (l) and Interior Minister Herbert Reul (both CDU)  give a press conference after the cabinet meeting. Laschet has announced a multi-stage aid programme for the victims of the storm disaster in North Rhine-Westphalia. Photo: Arnulf Stoffel/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Solingen: Federal Environment Minister Svenja Schulze (SPD) talks to helpers of the THW after she has taken a look at the flood damage at the Gluder campsite (background). In the night to Thursday, the high water of the Wupper devastated the site and swept away several caravans. Photo: Roberto Pfeil/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Solingen: Federal Environment Minister Svenja Schulze (SPD) and the Mayor of Solingen, Tim Kurzbach (SPD,l) get an overview at the Gluder campsite (background). In the night to Thursday, the high water of the Wupper devastated the site and swept away several caravans. Photo: Roberto Pfeil/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: A bookshop in Gemund is devastated after the River Urft burst its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: People clean up in the pedestrian zone of Gemund after the Urft River overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: People clean up in the pedestrian zone of Gemund after the Urft River overflowed its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Solingen: Federal Environment Minister Svenja Schulze (SPD) and the Mayor of Solingen, Tim Kurzbach (SPD,l) get an overview at the Gluder campsite (background). In the night to Thursday, the high water of the Wupper devastated the site and swept away several caravans. Photo: Roberto Pfeil/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Urft: A car lies on a washed-out railway track after the River Urft burst its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Gemund: A car lies on its side in Gemund after the Urft river burst its banks. The flood situation in parts of North Rhine-Westphalia remains very tense. Photo: Oliver Berg/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: A resident stands among the debris of storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: A wall of an industrial plant collapsed in the Hohenlimburg district after storms. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Water is still flowing over a subsided road in the Hohenlimburg district after heavy storms. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Soldiers of the Bundeswehr help to clean up the severe storm damage in the Hohenlimburg district. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Hagen: Water is still flowing over a subsided road in the Hohenlimburg district after heavy storms. Photo: Julian Stratenschulte/dpa






[image: EN_01486110_0440]

EN_01486110_0440





16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Cars are standing in the water on the embankment of the flooded federal highway 236. Photo: Marius Becker/dpa
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16 July 2021, North Rhine-Westphalia, Erftstadt: Debris of collapsed houses lie in the Bessem district. Photo: David Young/dpa
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